i = a 
8. 4 7 . 
- * . K "3 * 
OT 4 , RW HH 
1 8 ® * 1 — 
*. ; EY "0 
-, 4 . BY. + © ERS 
g * = 293 
4 ” * < 


4 Scripture 


ry 


91 


* 


d 4 w & » * 


OFT HR 


o 


OrDinancs of BA TISNM. 


Deſign'd for the Uſe of all, who 


would anſwer à good 
towards GOD; + 


And give a Reaſon of their Fa t TK and 
PRAC TICE with Meekneſs and Fear, 


Search the Scriptures. © John y, 29. 
. * — ttm en — — — 
By SAMUEL WILSON. 
—_— ——— — 
. — —— 

— | Z OY DON. 


| Printed for G. Kgir k at Mertgrs-Chapel, Cheapfidey 
IJ. Ward inCernbill; J. Roninsot at St. San 
Dock, Southwark ; and E. GARDINER | in Limbard- 
et. M. DOC. . 3, | 


af N 


— 


8 


5 MM PR 
50 1 7 \ — , a 3 * 
4 A * 1 1 8 * — Y 1 i% 3 a .S g 1 
Y * 
* 0 * 4 
a * 0 SN % 1 k 4 { - 
V' *UZ : 
(PS I 7 
Woes PFANEN\\ 
"A I. <E N 
4 8 


Tas very n — 
which has lately been expreſſed 


from the pulpit, and the preſs, for 


Tnfant-baptiſm, as an ordinance of 


God, r of unqueſtionable and di- 
vine authority, put me on reviewing 
the evidence, by which I was formerly 
convinced of the contrary. 

And as du mmember t0 have 
met with any thing or onthe ſubject exact 
ly in this form, if it has no other ad- 
vantage, it may point out @ method 
of inquiry to thoſe who make the word 


of God the rule of — Fw and 


practice. 
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( w.) 
There are ſome few hints taken 
from modern authors, tuet the main is 
the Judgment AFR +( | 
at the time yer d to. | 
T have only to add, I am not con- 
ſcious of a wilful mi frag preg ot of 
any text, but bave faithfully. given 
what I apprehended to be the real ſenſe 8 
of the Hoy Ghoſt ;" to whoſe influent 
and bleſſing I humbly recommend it. 
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SCRIPTURE MANUAL, Mc. 


HAT Baptiſm is an ordinance of 
P - Jeſus Chriſt, is admitted by the 
A generality of thoſe who call them- 
| ſſelves chriſtians, That it is of 


ſanding uſe in the church of God, appears 


from the * nature of the inſtitution when 
rightly underſtood, and the promiſe of the 
great head of the church to his miniſters 
in the adminiſtration of it; Jo 7 am with you 
alway even to the end of the q. 

And as this ordinance is diſtinguiſhed 


inif 


n * A ſolemn acknowledgment of the divine glories, and a 
| profeſſed ſubjection to the authority of Father, Son, and 
Spirit, with a thankful recognition of the burial and reſur- 
retion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; in the view of which we 
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(2) 
mniſtration, without repetition ; great care 
ſhould be taken; that we act agreeable to 
ths mind of Chriſt in it; what is to be done 
but once in the chriſtian's life, ought to be 
done well. 

It is certain, men are apt to run into ex- 
tremes; ſome may poſſibly make too much 
of Baptiſm, ſuppoſing it to be a regenera- 
ting, or juſtifying ordinance ; that it waſhes 
away the guilt of original ſin, and is always 


accompanied with the conveyance of grace. 


Others may think as meanly of it, as a 
mere circumſtantial ritual, or teſt of obedi- 
ence to a poſitive precept, with little, if wy | 
ſpiritual meaning. 
Nor are men, good and learned men, leſs 
divided about. the ſubjects and mode of this 


ſacred inſtitution. If this aroſe from the 
obſcurity or ambiguity of the terms in which 


it is revealed, it might carry the appearance 
of ſome reflection on the wiſdom of the law- 
giver; it being a duty of common concern, 
in Which the plaineſt chriſtian is as deeply 
intereſted, as men of the greateſt capacity 
or literature: But if it appears that God has 
not been wahting in this matter, and that the 
ſcripture account of it is in terms of a deter- 
minate > Meaning, andafy to be underſtood; 
whatever 


4 


whatever darkneſs may attend our minds, 
we have no room to quarrel with revelation: 
It is now near thirty years, ſince I firſt 
examined this matter: And I am ſure no 
one could enter into the i inquiry, with more ö 
*earneſt deſire, to find it on the ſide of the 
2 practice; all my converſation and 
Proſpects pects leaning ſtrongly that way. 
The method 1 took, was, I hope 4 in a 
dependance on God, whoſe direction I ear- 
neſtly implor' d, to collect the whole evi- 
dence from ſcripture, to conſider carefully 
every part ſeparately, that 1 might know 
what was his good and rere will tn 
this ſervice, 
And whether I ſhould happily attain FY 
deſireable end or no, I remember I found 
great peace in the integrity of the determi- 
nation. Accordingly looking up to Heaven, 
I ſet myſelf to ſearch the ſcriptures. 
The queſtions before me were, . 
Whether believers, or perſons oli 
faith and repentance only, 
Or believers and their natural olfipting, 
or infants in m4 the proper. ſub- 
* jecds of Baptiſm ? 
And whether the manner of adminiſtra- 
"tion Was by immerſion or Plunging, or by 
A2 fprink- 


* — 


e deen e OY 
ſprinkling or pouring; or whether 48 
might be us d indifferently ? 

Conſidering that Baptiſm was an WAY | 
nance peculiar 'to the Goſpel diſpenſation ; 
I thought it moſt natural, to expect an ac- 
count of it in the New Teſtament. Ac- 

gordingly I began with the Goſpel of St. 

tthew, and in the third chapter met with 
the following deſcription of Jabn's Baptiſm. 

In thoſe days came John the Baptiſt, preach- 
ing in the wilderneſs of Judea ; _—_ ſaying, 
repent ye, for the kingdom of Heaven is at 
hand. That, then went out to him Jeruſalem, 
end all Judea, and all the regions round about 
Jordan, and were baptized of him in Jordan, 
. confeſſing their ſins.— And that when he ſaw 
many of the Phariſees and Sadduces come to 
bis Bopeiſm, he ſaid unto them, O genera- 
tion of wipers, who bath warned you, &c. 
Bring forth therefare fruits meet for repent- 
ance, and think not to ſay within Z 
we bave Abraham fo our father, &c. 
lere I found that John had a ſpecial com- 

miſſion given him, to preach a." baptize, 

That the ſubſtance of his miniſtry, was 
the doctrine of repentance, in the view of 
the near approach of the Meſſiah z repent 

for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand, 
| That 


(5) 


That his ſucceſs was very extraordinary, 
multitudes flocking after him, to hear him 
preach, and be baptized of him, Jeruſa- 
lem, and all Tudea, ond the regions round 
about, Kc. 
| That the place of his 8 was the 
wilderneſs, and of his Wr on * 

dan. * 

That the cio was RSS 

And that the diſpoſition of mund req quir ra | 
in the ſubjects was Spare” © N ſuch 

repentance as ſhould be productive of good 
fruits: And where this was wanting, a re- 
lation to Abraham as their father did not 
entitle them to his Baptiſm. 
his appear d to me to be the Kum of the 
account, and I could not help obſerving, | 

There's no intimation of children being 
brought by their parents to Jabn. 

Not a word of his baptizing them. 

No recommendation of this to their pa- 
rents, as a duty to be afterwards perform d 
by them, in conſequence of their being 
proſelyted to his doctrine. No hint of pour- 
ing or ſprinkling ; but that Jobn baptized 
the people in the river Jordan, and that he 
did this on their repentance or profeſſion of 


9 


it. Thus far the evidence being for adult 
Baptiſm, 


(6) 
Baptiſm, I proceeded to conſider the Baptiſm 
of our Lord, as deſcrib'd in the ſame chap. 
verſes 13, 14, 15, 16, Then cometh Jeſus 
from Galilee to Jordan, fo John to be bap- 
tiz'd of him. But John forbad him ſaying, 
T have need to be baptiꝝ d of thee, and cameſ 
thou to me? And Jeſus anſwering ſaid unto _ 
him, ſuffer it to be ſo now: for thuFs * 
comes us to fulfill all righteouſneſs. 'The 

ſuffer'd him. And Jeſus when be was 1e. 

went up ftrait way out of the water, &c. 
Here I obſerv'd our Lord did not ſend to 

- John to come and baptize him, but went 
himſelf from Galilee to to Jordan, the ace 
vrhere John was baptizing; offer d himſelf as 
a ſubject. John, apprehenſive of his ſupe- 
Fior glory, modeſtly refuſes. Our Lord in- 
ſiſts on it, as a part of righteouſneſs it be- 
came him to fulfill. Jahn baptiz'd him, 
and as * Mark expreſſly fays, in the river 
Jordan; and from the expreſſion of his 
coming out of the water, 1 concluded it was 


by immerſion. 
I took notice of a difference between this, 
and the former account. Here was no 
; _ preaching on John's part; no repentance 
requir d of, or confeſs d by our Lord Jefus 
previous 


Mark i. 9. 


tr) 


previous to Baptiſm ; theſe the dignity and | 


purity of his perſon render'd unneceſſary. 
He had the richeſt unction of the Holy 
Spirit, and was holy, harmleſs, and unde- 
fi d.—However, he appear'd with great 


zeal to engage in the duty; and I thought 


he ſpoke as the head of the church, and 
— 9 of his people, when he ſaid, thus 
it becometh us to fulfill all righteouſneſs. 

The next place I conſulted was Mat. xix. 


13, 14- compared with Mark x. 13, and 


Luke xviii. 15. 
. Then were. there brought unto him bietle 
children, that be ſhould put his hands on them 


and pray: and the diſciples -rebuked thent. + 
But Jeſus ſaid, ſuffer little children and for- 


bid them not to come unto,me : for of ſuch i 15 
the kingdom of Heaven, 

This I had often heard quoted in favour 
of Infants Baptiſm, and therefore tho I did 
not find the word baptize in the text, I 
thought it deſerv d a particular conſideration. 

And the firſt thing which came before 


4 me, was the defire of the parents or friends 


of thoſe children, or what th aim d 2 
bringing them to Chriſt; 1 
Matthew ſays, it was that he ould Jes put Fe 


"bands on them and pray. Mark and Luke 


4 fay 
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(8) 
fay that he might touch them; neither of 
them give the leaſt hint as to any defire or 

requeſt that they might be baptized. 

I then conſider d the conduct of our Lord | 
on this occaſion, and the text ſays, he rob 
them up in his arms, put his hands on them, 
and bleſſed them. This, and no more, our 
Lord did at this time, as I could find, by 
comparing the evangeliſts. | 

This led me to conſider the chi of 
the diſciples, that theſe children ſhould be 
brought, and our Lord's diſpleaſure ſignified 
by his check of them, ſuffer little children 
fo come unto me, for of lach i is the * 
of heaven. 

What the diſci oles relies was for 
ſing them, is not recorded: I choughe 5 it 
could not be from an © unwillingneſs that 
infants ſhould be -baptiz'd, had that been 
the practice of John, or the known will of 
their maſter. This they could hardly be 
guilty of; nor does our Lord take the leaſt 
notice of it in his reproof: Its likely they 
were uneaſy he ſhould be interrupted from 
attending to matters, they judg d of greater 
importance; but however this was, I found 
they ſtood reprov'd, and the reaſon given 


(ad. 
/ ſurb i the H f Abe. 
122 — rs Miners OM 
muſt , eee 


glory. | 
Aud fit, 1 began with the king abi 6f 


pub. ty aw that tuft exe 
the invifible ehureli, of geheral aflanbly 
of the fir born, whoſe naints arc rtf 
in derum, bf chtirches, cbnſti⸗ 
ordet: For L cd Have no 


ee 


ug ee e che rſh, 
ſible church, conſiſting 
e 
an, ot wbb among ittfunts are a 
could be now to God; 

| nil SAT — 2 
how i could give them's right to Buptilnt. 
As to autthes,” K ditt not up- 
pear that infants were rhei of Heated as 
memders ; nor cod I under ſtand their ca- 
pacity for memberſtip, which feed to be 
founded in the New Teſtament, on 4 4 
— . faints in pritbiples 


* 
by * 
* * 
N CY 
| 1 


: 
” 
k 
a 
: 
e 
«, 
: 
4 
4 
N. 
f 


J 
1 
U 

7 


' 
„ . 
_ ' 
: 
: 
' : 
\ ; 
' 
: £ 
4 : 
_— : 
| 
1 
: : 
| 
= 
_ 
*: 
i 
on : 
. 
* 
, : 
= 
| 
—_ 
i ; 
Mi 
A 
v9 
is 
17 
= 
=_—_ -/ 
." 
4 ' 
1 
If 
t 's 
1 | 
. 
\ 
: 
= | 
1 
1 
. 
\ 
4 
= 
2 : 
it 
1 
w 1 
KK | 
9 
1 
1 
* 
_ ' 
al 
1 
* - 
3 
2} 
4 
4.4 
by kl 
= 
* 
ö N 9 
by 
; 
i 
1 
4 


; 
i 
ö 
| 


— _ * - oy 


—  — — ——_ ESI 
. 


(x0) 
I chen conſider d the kingdom of glory, 
eonſiſting in the beatific viſion, and enjoy» 
ment of God. And here I preſently found, 


my wiſhes out- run revelation; and in the 


iſſue was oblig d to leave infants to the 
ſovereign mercy of him, who is the judge 
of the earth, and will do nothing but what 
is right. . Nor could I ſee, on the ſuppoſi- 
tion of their being all admitted to that king- 
dom, of which I could find no ſcripture 
aſſurance, that their right to Baptiſm was 
evinc'd, without a ſpecial order. fm the 
lawgiver of the church, or ſome geceſſury 
connection, between chat ordinahce and 
eternal life. | 
Muſing on theſe ing gs, I — — 
farther, and ſoon, fund the e re- 
mov d, and the expreſſion clear d up, 
ſuch is the kingdom of Heaven; — is; a8 
our Lord adds, verily I. ſay. unto you, an- 
ever ſhall nat receive the kingdom of God as 
a little child, he ſhall not enter therein, or 
as Luke has it, in no wiſe enter therein. 
It now appear d, that our Lord was ſpeak- 


ing of the temper, and not merely of the 
perſons of children; and what greatly con- 


firm'd me, was a parallel paſſage Met. xyiii. 
2, 3- Jeſus called a bttle child and ſet him in 


the 


*. 
, 


Ert) 
the midſt of them, and ſaid, verily 1 ſey unto 
you, except ye be converted, and birome" as 
little children, ye ſhall not enter into the king- 
dom of Heaven. And adds, whoſoever there 
fore fhall' bumble" himſelf as this little child, 
the ſame is the "greateſt in ibe kingdom of 
Heaven: And wwhoſo ſhall receive one fuch 
little obild: iu ny name, receiveth ne: "And 
whoſoever ſhall offend one of theſe little ones 
which believe in me, it were better for bin, 
that a milflone were bang d about hir necit, 
but be were W 
Here 1 evenper'd the of re- 
ceiving Chriſt, and receiving one of theſe 
little ones, making profeſſion of hit name, 
and the little ones believing in him, with the 
dreadful nature of the threatning in offend- 
ing them; and I could not ſee how theſe 
could be applicable to mere infants, but 
were all well adapted d Vw ORE: 
chriſtiaass˖ K 
Upon the whole, Alder the ſtricteſt kearch, 
I could find in theſe” texts nothing relating 
to Baptiſm. Nor could T help thinking, 
had it been the intention of os Lon that 
infants ſhould be baptiz d, he would have 
omitted the practice, ot ſome diſcourſe about 
C2 it, 


(12) 
ii, on nn whit e fo naturally 
to lead him to it. n * ' 
Failing of- my hop'd for diſcavery of in- 
fant Baptiſm here, I haſtned to the 
Dommiſhion recorded Mafth. xvii. 18, 
19, 39: comper'd with Mark xv. 154.10, 
AA hover is given o me in Heaven and in 
earth. Go ye therefore and teach all nations, 
baptizing thew in the name off the Father, 
and of the a0, and of the Holy Ghoſt. Teach. 
ing tbem ta objerue all things,” whatſoever F 
have commended yas: And to Tam with a 
alway even unto the end f the world... | 
Struck with the fupreme authority. af a 
riſen Jews, I concluded from the ſalemnity 
of the inttoduction, it muſt be a very heiuout 
affront, ta add, alter, or, take away: from 
the facred : commandment. And with a 
mind, I truſt, poſtefs'd with reverence of his 
majeſty, I enter d inta a meditation on the 
precept. Here I found the perſons charg d 
with the commiſſion, were the apaſtles; 
who, notwithſtanding he eminengs of qheir 
character, and peculiars of their after unc- 
tion, Were not to made, but publifh and ex- 
wy the laws. of Chriſt, That, and only 
that. Which they receiv'd of the Lord. were 
they to. declare te the church. en 
| S 


1 
the nature of the duty enioin d. and the 
eee 
er ld, 1 judg'd all Goſpel: miniſters to be 
included. in the commitſions ..; : 1+ 1045 

Tuniere to: hey gere 
form d, was to teach andi haptize. 
Or as J underſtood it, tn mal G les 


by teaching (for I could not think of any 
| ather way) and then ta baptize them. 


were all natiant, or as Mari has it, all the 


*porlg, and every creature, Gentiles, as well 


as fews z not every individual, for the ab- 
ſurdity of that was moſt glaring; but ſuch 


as were capable of receiving the doctrine, 
een een an WR to 


Baptiſm. 
The Erne e Eee eee 
evangeliſt Alert, mid to be e they 


— Ba macs (diſciples. And the 


manner in which when J conſider d the 


principal, moſt common and natural ſenſe 


ol the word Baptiſm, with the ule of it in 


Fobn's Baptiſm, appear d to me to be by 


immerſion: And I was the more confirm d 


wo 
> 
» 


in this, from from Jalu s chuſing a place to 


haptize in, Where there was much water, 
Jobn 


in verſe 37. Therefore" lei all the houſe of 


(14) 
Fobn iti. 23. I tried, and tried again, to 
bring in i infants under the general” term of 
all nations; but Mark's believeth and 1. Baß 
tiꝝ d with Matthew's teaching them to N 
ſerve whatſoever I have commanded you, ob- 

lig d me to conclude it muſt be confin'd' 5 


the adult. de cee en d als 

Thus far the ballanes ſeom'@to/be on thi 
ſide” of the antipædobaptiſts; but having 
determined when I ſet out, to examine the 
whole evidence, I purſu'd the enquiry, and 
being thoroughly ſatisfied that the apoſtles 
could not miſtake their maſter; 1 thought 
if I was miſtaken in my apprehenſion of his 
will, in the commiſſion, I ſhould be ſet right 
by their conduct. 'T ov. ger with Peter's 


Airy Ack, ii. Tft wid 
The point the apoſtle vie at; I bund 


Iſrael #now afſuredly, that God "hath made 
that ſame Jeſut, whom you'bave cruciſied, both" 
Lord and Chriſt. ' In this he aſſerts the 
glory of the perfon*crucified,” he was Lord 
of all, and charges them directiy with his 
murder; they had N or with —— 
hands had flain him. a 
The effect was, They were bricked i in the 
heart, and cried out, men and bretbren u¹t 
all 


(ns) 
ſhall we do? Upon which Peter ſaid unis 
them, repent. and be baptiz; d every que gf gau, 
in the name of Jeſus Ghra/ty for the remiſian 
of ſins, and ye ſhall. receive the gift gf the. 
Holy Ghoſt. For the promiſe is unto you, and 
fo. your. children, and to all that are afar off, 
2 call. 
It is added ver. 41. Then they that glaaly re- 
ceiv'd bis wordt were bapti d, and the ſame 
day were added to them, about three. thouſand 
ſaulti. And they, continued in the. Able s 
dolirine and fellowſhip, and in breaking of 
bread,..and in. prayers. i And ver. 44. 7 
that believ'd eee and had all things 
common, c. fillt Sh 41366: HET. 
Here L obſerv'd. — Peter 
his commiſſion; he began with preaching 
or teaching waiting for the ſucceſs of his 
labour. Nor did I find a word of Baptiſm, 
till they were priced in their hearts ther 
indeed, and not before, he ſays. repent and 
be baptia d, in the name of the Lord Jeſus; 
which 1 underſtood after this manner: If 
you are indeed griev d, and aſſiam ꝗ of your 
conduct towards this Jeſus whom you have 
crucified ; If you are convinced... by.;the 
Spirit of God, he is the promis d Meſfiah, 
the great Redeemer, A 
inn N ö 3 an ? 
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Pall call 


(26) 
and have a fiducial dependance on him ſor 


ſalvation; then you are to be baptie'd. in his 


name, and may hope for a comfortable 
evidence in your Baptiſm, of the remiſſion 
of your fins, and that you ſhall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghoſt. And for their 
encouragement he adds, for the promiſe 7s 
70 you, and 70 your children, and to all that att 
afar of; even as Many as be Lord dur G 


Now I thought the evidence children 


right to Baptiſm: began to open, | eſpecially 
as I had often heard this verſe mentiom d as 


an inconteſtable proof of it. But being 
willing to ſee with my own eyes, I con- 
fider'd- what this promiſe might be; the 


not directly expreſſive ; but cer e eee 
tion, I thought it muſt be either, - 

The great premile of the Metals, us th 
inen 
be bleſſed; or 

Of che — fin Fo Is Taks + ot 
of the gift of the Holy Ghoſt LO 

| Aceofflingly I brought — to eats of 
theſe ; and preſently ſaw as to the firſt, the 
gent honour WHICH was dene to the uw. 


and their offspring, that Chriſt ſhould bs 


3 allied 


text indeed I found if not wholly filet, yet / 


. 

alked to them according to the fleſh; but 
found no reaſon to conclude, that all A- 
ham's natural children, were the children 
of the promiſe as to the ſpiritual part of it 
nor could I ſee how the general promiſe f 
the Meſſiah, as the ſeed of Abraham, could 
give them a right to Baptiſm, if impenitent 
and uncall'd, 1 the 1 * 
or thoſe afar off. n 5 9 
As to the promiſe of the rechiſlidgs of + 
fins, I ſaw not how this could be chaim'd, 
but by belie vers. And as to the giſt of the. 
Holy Ghoſt, if it was of the ſame kind 
with what had been lately pour d out on 
the Apoſtles, the thing ſpoke for itſelfʒ 
there was no room n 2-0 nen | 
infancy. 4 31 S I LE” "= 
By Childvin, ben 1 appechenden * 2 
be meant their offspring,, when calleu; and 
then I could eaſily apply the promiſe to 

them, in any or all of the foregoing ſenſes. 

Upon the whole I found, Peter preach' d, 
The people repented, and PIGS —_— 

the word—were bptiz d, : , ts 
added to the church, ** 
and walked in — 8 
and encouragement was given to their offs | 
'prings that with 8 or 
D when 
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(618) | 
when call'd; they might look for the fame 
could not but think, had the Apoſtle 
intended to expreſs their right as infants to 
Baptiſm, it was ftrange, very ſirange, that 
no notice ſhould be taken, either then or 
afterwards, of the adminiſtration of it. 

The next account of Baptiſm I met WREL, | 
was Acts viii. 12. | 
But when they believed Philip, preaching 
the things concerning the Lingidom God, and 
the name of Teſts, b were baptiæ d both 
men and women. 

Here I found the Erangeliſt agree with 
the Apoſtle, and both keeping cloſe to the 
commiſſion. Philip begins with preaching; 
the Goſpel, or the things concerning the king 
dom of God, and the name of Gbrift, The 
people believ d; and when they did ſo, and 
not before, he baptiz'd them. And they 
are ſaid to be men and women, a phraſe I 
took to be expreſſive of the extent, and 
Kmitation of the ordinance ; not men only, 
but men and women; not men, women and 
children, but men and omen n. 
And indeed. I thought it could not be 
otherwiſe, if a perſonal faith, and a profeſſion 
of it, were pre-requiſite to Baptiſm : And 

| theſe 


(9 
theſc I found were inſiſted on by this evans 
geliſt, in the caſe of the eunuch, recorded 
in the ſame chapter: W 
ſtands thus; ' TOTS 2h 
| Verſes. 26, 275 26, Ke, * 124940 

We angel of the Lord ſpoke unte hr 
ſaying, ariſe and go, toward the ſauth, &. 
and be aroſe and went, and bebald @ man of 
Ethiopia, an eunuch, &c. had come to Feru- 
Jalem far to worſhip, was returning and fit- 
ting in bis chariot, read Eſaias the Pro- 
pbet. Then the ſpirit ſaid unto Philip, go 
near and join thyſelf to this chariat.. 2 
Philip ran chi tber to him. and heard bim read 
the prophet Eſaias, and ſaid, underſtandeſt 
thou what thay readeſt, And be ſaid how can 
I, except ſome man ſhould guide me an be 
deſir d 2 that be would come ap and fit - 
with him. The place of the ſeript 25757 
read was this, be was led as a ſheep to the 
Aaugbter, &c. The eunuch anſwer'd Philip, 
and ſaid, I pray thee of whom ſpake the pro- 
bet this, &c. Then Philip opened his mouth; 
and began at the ſame ſcripture, and Suach 
unto him Feſus; and as they went on their e 
they came to a certain water; and the eunuch 
aid, ſee bere is water, what" doth binder me 
to be baptiz'd? And Philip ſaid, if thin 

. D 2 "I | 


believe with all thine heart, thou mayeſt. And 
be anſwer'd and ſaid, 1 believe that Fefut - 
_ Chriſt is the San of God. — And be commanded 
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( 20 ) 


the chariot to land ſtill : and they went bun 
both into the water, both Philip and the 
eunuch, and he baptiꝝ d bim; and when they 
were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the 
Lord caught away Philip, and the eunuch fow 
bim no more: and he went-on his way rejoicing. 

This appear'd to me to be a plain and 
expreſſive account of the ſubjects and mode 
of Baptiſm. Philip begins with teaching, 
or preaching Chriſt as a Saviour, and Sove- 
reign: The eunuch deſires to be bap- 
tiz d: Philip inſiſts on a confeſſion of his 
faith. The eunuch gives him ſatisfaction; 


they both go out of the chariot, and Philip 


baptizes him: And I could not help ob- 
ſerving the peculiarity of the phraſes; they 
went down both into the water, both Philip 
and the eunuch; and when they were come 
up out of the water, Cc. which ſtrongly 


impreſſed my mind, that the baptiſm of the 


eunuch was by immerſion ; and muſt be 
deſign d to deſcribe ſomething more than 
barely going to the fide or brink of the water. 
The next inſtance of Baptiſm was that of 
n, recorded AtFs xth, 


And 


„ 

And of bim it is: ſaid, verſe the ſecond, 

he was @ devout nan; and one that feared 
Cod with all bis bouſe. Which I under- 
ſtood not of mere babes, if he had any; 
but of thoſe who were in ſome meaſure 
grown up, capable under a divine influence 
of forming ſome apprehenſions of the glory 
of God, and 1 n to revere and 
ſerve him. 

\ By the diredtion of an angel 10 ſends 
for Petey. Peter begins with preaching; 
God owns his miniſtry; the Holy Ghoſt 
falls on all thoſe which heard the word; 
and Peter aſks, can any man forbid water; 
that theſe ſhould not be buptiꝝ d, which have 
receiv'd the Holy Ghoſt, as well as we? And 
be commanded them to be baptiz'd., *" _ 

Here I found the commiſſion ſtrictly re- 
garded and kept up to, and an exact con- 
formity' with the foremention d inſtances of | 
_ Baptiſm ; and comparing the expreſſions of 
fearing God with all his houſe, ver. 2. and 
their receiving the lite gift with thoſe aue 
believed in the Lord Jeſus, mention'd chap. 
xi. ver. 17. I ſaw no reaſon to en 185 
= were of that number. | 

This led me to conſider the converſion 
and Java of Lydia, of whom we read, 

Act 
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(22) 
As xvi. 14. that the was a eller of purple, - 
ef. the city of Thyatira, ho aworfoipp' dGad, 


and heard the Apoſtle ; whoſe beart the Lord 


apen'd, that ſhe attended unto the things which 
were ſpoken of Pans. MN ond 
her houſhold, 

As to Lydia, I ieee he: no 
diſpute, whether ſhe believ'd before ſhe was 


baptiz d: The text aſſerting that ſhe war- 


fhipp d God, and that the Lord opened her heart, 

As to her houſhold, what it confiſted 
of, is not ſaid z nor is any notice taken of 
her huſband, if ſhe had any; all that ap« 


pear d to me, from à careful examination. of 


the account was, that ſhe was not at home, 
or in the place of her common reſidence; 
that ſhe came to {ell her purple, had a houſe 
for that purpoſe, and probably ſervants to 
aſſiſt her in her trade; nor could I ſee it 
2er conſiſtent with prudence, to bring 

a family of young children, ec 
into the hurries of buſineſs. | 
Upon the whole, 1 thought it An ds 
ſuch a houſe as Cornelius had; who, if they 
did not fear God before, were converted by 
a bleſſing on the Apoſtle's miniſtry, and 
baptiz'd with their miſtreſs. : And what 
greatly tended to confirm me in 2 
a I | 


„35 

chat the perſons the Apoſtle found in Lyiiid's 
houſe when he entred into it, are ealled 
brethren, and were comforted by him; which 
cannot be faid-of infants; as alſo the actoumt 
bf the converſion of the jaylor and i- family 
contain'® in the ſame — ver. wo 26; 
27, Ge. which is as follows, / 
At millnight Patl and" Sills oy dj ce. 
Suddenly: there was a' great eart 
The Leeper f the” priſon would have Killed 
bimfelf.- Paul tried with: a loud voice; fay- 
ing; 40 klei no burm. - The keeper called 
for alight,” and ſprung in, and cùme trims 
bling, and fell dun before” Faul and Silas | 
and brought ther out, and ſaid, firs, what 
muſt F do to be ſaved? And" they ſaid; bete ve 
en the Lori Jeſus Chriſt; and thun ſbulł be 
ſaved, and ti bone. And they pur unts 
lim ibe word ef the: Boyd, and to all that 
bend + And be 160k them the" ſame 

bour of the night,” and waſbed their ſtripes, 
and wal baptiz'd; be and all his flraightwway. 
And uon be bad brought them into his boſe, 
he fet' meus before them,” and wok * 
keving in God with ail his bun 
Lehe fact here Lchought ſtood thuss=The 
_ jaylor under the power of ſtrong oonvictions 
cries out, what.muſt I do ta be-ſaved ? The 


apoſtle 


(24) 
apoſtle anſwers, believe on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thine 
houſe; that is, as I underſtood it, if they 
believe alſo : upon which they ſpake unto 


him the word of the Lord, and to all that 
were in his houſe, And God (bleſſing his 
word to the jaylor and his family; hey bee | 


lieved, were baptized, and rejaiced. 


— 


. This led me to conſider What is ſaid of 


Criſpus and the Corinthians, Acts xviii. 8. 


And Crifpus the chief" ruler of the Ins. 


gogue believed on the Lord with bil his houſe: 


and many of the Corinthians, bearing. bes. 


lieved, and were baptized. 
Here I found the maſter, and the family 


believers, and that the Corinthians, heard, be- 


liev d, and were baptix d. —And as hearing 


and believing are mention d previous to the 


baptizing of the Corinthians; I concluded 
it was equally ſo, in the inſtance of Ciſpus 
and his houſe, 


The laſt inſtance I met with. was "Wy 
of 


x Corinth. i, 14, 15, 16. which ſpeaks 
the baptizing the houſhold of ,Stephanas, I 


thank God, I baptiz'd none of you, but Criſ- 
pus and Gaius: ie, any ſhould ſay, that Thad 


baptiz'd in mine own name; and I baptized 


42 the houftold of EN Se. 12 


What 


630 

What this houſholf'was 1 gathered from 
the Xvich chap, and 1 5th vert, where the 
apoſtle fays ys, 1 be eech \ you, brethren, to now 
the bout of Steph as, 1 it is the firſt 
, furt of of Achaia, and they that have adllicred 
themſelves to the nniniftiry of the ſainti. Whence 
1 thbught-they could net be infant, but be- 
levers in Chriſt, converted and baptized by 
the apoſtle: or they coüld hardly be called 
op ifs, and be Hic to addlet thethſelyes 

v of che Mints; 

— — ir of tHelt relleving their wants, 


or Fade che everlaſting poſpel, * 


» Ws g. gone through the bg er 
aper, Us" LR by the 1 8. 
proeteded th confider the” ac they giv! 
of the meaning or ſpiritual defign v6 tt 
and With this view compar d Rom, vi. 4 4. 
with C“. fi. 12. Know ye not, that ſo m 
of us as were 3 7 7 into Jeſus Chriſt, 
were baptized into, bis death. Therefore 08 
are buried with him by baptiſm into death : 
that like as Chriſt Was raiſed up from the 
dead. by the glory of the Ys even ſo we 
alſo ſhould wall in newneſs of 1 e. For if 
ave have been planted together in the likeneſs 
of his death, te ſhall be alſo in the likeneſs 
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him thro' the faith of tbe operation ꝙ Gad. 


the Holy Ghoſt in theſe paſſages, I thought 
it neceſſary to conſider firſt the eee 


they are ſaid, ver. 1 Ith, to. be cr 


( 26) 


of his reſurrection, &nowing that, our ald man 


75. crucified, &c. And in Colof. I found the 
ſame metaphor kept up: Buried with. him 


in baptiſm, whercin alſo qe are riſen with 


In- forming a judgment of the deſign of 


or character of the perſons, baptized.;; and 


cumciſed | 
with the circumciſion made. without bands ; 
which I knew not how to interpret. ſo. well 
of any thing, as the rengwing. influences of 
the Holy Ghoſt : agreeable to which they 
are further repreſented as the ſubjects of 
that faith, which 15 the operation of God or 
as it is elſewhere called * ;pregays 4 faith, and 
the faith of God's eleft, 1. i. -.-. 

The metaphor came next under confider- 
ation. They were buried with Chriſt in.bap- 
tiſm : This ſeemed much better to anſwer to 
immerſion than ſprinkling or pouring—and 
ſuppoſing that the faith mentioned might 
refer to their being buried as well as Tiling; ; 
this 1 thought might be the meaning of 
their being planted i into the likeneſs of Chriſt's 
death: That as in the ordinance of the 


upper. 


® » Fet. 1. x. Tt. i 1 


6270 
ſupper, there is a "believing memorial of 
Chriſt's love in his ſufferings and death 3 ſo 


in baptiſm, the faint by an eye of "faith, "is 
called to attend to his condeſcenſion When 
impriſoned- in the grave, and his glory as 4 
conqueror in breaking the bands of death: 
In each of which he ſuſtain'd the character 
of che furety of the covenant and head of 
the body. And as the actions of breax- 
ing the bread, and pouring out the wine, 

are expreſſive of his agony and death; the 
immerſion, and rifirig of the perſon 2 
tized, might refer to tile darin E 7 
tection. a 

T then proceeded to examine 1. mM 

a text T had often heard quoted as proving, 
if not in direct terms, yet by juſt conſe- 
quence, the right of infants to baptiſm.” The 
words are, For the unbelieving huſband is 
fanttified by the wife, and the 29 ä 
wife is ſanckiſied by the huſband : elſe were 
your children unclean, but now they are holy. 

I began with the occaſion of the words, 
and conld find nothing relating to Baptiſm 
in the context. An affair evidently of ano- 
ther kind, imploy'd the mind of the Apoſtle; 
to wit, the neceſſity or expediency of at- 
tending to the duties of the marriage rela- 

| ö E 2 tion 


— — * 


— 


4 — == — — === — 
* »” "I 2 


— * — - 
* Pi + 4 * 
F4 
— 
— 2 


eB 2.4 4d 


bo 
* — 
atm 


9 


_ „ 


. 3 


—— 


. — — — —— ͤ ä8E—ꝓäñ ̃ ö 


_— 2 *.. 
L - - 


— Hl Ho OO TOO EY —— 
— — — — ˙ . 


— 


—— Ge es _- — + oo 
— — - 2 — 


— — — 


. — - — 
——— IG OE GE CO 
- — yer —_ 


— 2 
— — — : up——— ů ere — 
. —— „ — 


ufo — — 2 


2 ona 2 


— 


— 


— — 


— —U—U—— — 
— oe Oo on ch: 
— — 


Y 
„„ „„  _—  _  ——  —————————__—_—— IF — * 


continuing together, the Apoſtle adds, eiſ 


(28) 
tion, where one was a convert, and the 


other an infidel. This I. thought was the 
point in view. And it ſtands determin d, that 


the wie is not ts depart, nor the buſband to 
put ber away; unleſs ſome other circum- 


ſtances ſhould render it neceſſary mk 


rantable. $7.5 

And to remove the 6 of a — 
ſpirit, it is added, that the unbeliever is ſancti- 
fied by the believer ; by which, I could not 
underſtand an internal ſpiritual purity of 
mind, this being the work of the Divine 
Spirit: But as every thing elſc, ſo the mar- 
riage relation is ſanctified to the believer, 
by the word of God and prayer. The igno- 
rance or enmity of the infidel, would not 
render the-ſaint's conſcientious .and faithful 
diſcharge of his duty * neceliary or ac- 

ceptablee. 

And to inforce his N of their 


were your children . but NOW are my 
boly—— 

Here I conſider'd, ** e > be 
ſaid to be unclean; and Ithought they all are 
fo by nature, being ſbapen in iniquity,” and 
(conceived in fin. The guilt and pollution 
of which, can only be To" 

0 


(129; )) 
- of Chriſt; and the pawer of the Foly 
Ghoſt. As to this I could ſee no difference 
between the ſeed of believers, and others; 
all ave concluded b nd! byi:nifhire 
a I ra. #1912090 tio 
I then — to r heard, that 
all out of the pale of the Jewith- chairch 
were unclean, 'as oppoſed to that holineſs 
which is attributed to the whole congrega- 
tion of Mrael, and that ſuch uncleanneſs at- 
tends the children of unconverted Gentiles 
now: But conſidering Peter's viſion, in 
which he is forbid to call that common'which 
God had cleanſed. That the midule m, of 
partition is broken down: That in regehce 
ration, or the new man, there is neither 
Greek, nor Jew, circumciſſon, nar uncir- 
cumcifion, - barbarian, Scythian, hend nor 
Free, but Chrift is all and all.---Remembring 
the peculiars of the je wiſh church, as hes 
reditary and national, are now utterly {et 
_ alide, I could ſee n 
one infant than in another. 
Upon the whole, I thought thor affule 
ſettled by the apoſtle being wholly matrimo- 
nial ; it was highly probable, the bolineſ3 
— — the ſame kind; or re- 
lated to apparent legitimacy or pat 
ob or 
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(30 
Nor could I ſee on the ſuppoſition of a 
external ſort of holineſs derived to an infant 
from a believing parent, that we are to 
conclude its right to baptiſm without a ſpe- 
cial direction from the — — of the 
church. a; ATR 
This led me to ee; the apoſtle 5 263 
count of Abrabam, Rom. iv. 11, 12, 13. 
As the father of all them that believe though 
they be not circumciſed; and that the promiſe 
is of faith, that it 'might be by grace, to the 
end it might be ſure to all the ed; not to 
that only ubich is of the lau, but to that 
alſo which is of the faith of Abraham, who 
is the father of us all. And that he receiv d 
the fign of circumciſion," a ſeal of the. righs 
teouſneſs of faith, » which be. bad mn * un- 
circumciſed, &c. Wil 
This I found Wenn" infiſted on to 
prove that Abraham's covenant was the co- 
venant of grace That a part of his ſeed 
were the believing Gentiles, and their off. 
ſpring; and that as Abrabam's children were 
circumciſed, the children of W W 
be baptiredl. N 
To come at a certainty in this mattes,: 1 
thought it might be proper, carefully to 
enquire what the covenant was which God 
made. 


63 
made with. Abraham z,4he;\dutics-8equir'd, 
and privileges to be enjoy d under it a 
perſons intereſted in it, and: manner of gar 
veying and, ſignifying. that antereth,. The 
covenant. I found at large in the zyth uf 
Geneſis, and it appear d to me to be; of 2 
peculiar kind; ſome things belonging to 
Abraham in his per ſanal character, as that 
he ſhould have a numerous poſterity ; that 
kings ſhould deſcend from him; the making 
over the land of Canaan to him; and the 
particular honour of being the father of the 
Meſſiah according to the fleſn. This part 
of the covenant I thought diſtinguiſhable 
from the covenant of grace; ſot I could 
not but ſee he might have all theſe, With 
out any ſpecial relation to God as a child 
But when God promiſes to be bit Goll, to 
bleſs bim, and that in bis ſeed, all the families 
of the earth ſbould be ble; I look d upon 
theſe to be promiſes as expreſſive of privi- 
leges of another, and more valuable Kind 
than any of the former. 

And as the covenant appear'd. thus to be 
of a mixt nature, and the bleſſings diſtin& ; 
1o 1 found his ſeed to be deſerib d very dif- 
ferently in ſcripture : Sometimes intending 
all bis natural children; ſometimes the perſon 
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after the fleſh; they had their 'ontwar@#at. 


(92) 
places, all his 6 offigring;- Whether 
Jeus or Gentil. 

As to his children, Who were only d 


2 — * FLY 


vantages; but not as I could bes the blem 

of mis covenant'of grace. 
As to Chriſt, it did not Ape NN 
fing was Yeriv'& from Hrubum to Him; 
but on the contrary; Abraham received the 
blefling in, and from the Meffiah, His r 
28 Well as offspring. And as to his ſpixitiia 
ſeed; chey were all, ' whether 'Fews or G 

tiles, partakers With Pine of the fame Faith 
and{alvation. 95 7401 149 3 EDITOR + HO ERISE | 
Circumciſion Thought r be a fign or 
badge of ſeparation to the ru in common, 
as diſtinguiſh'd from the Gentiles," and per- 
haps of regeneration to his ſpiritual ſeed”; 
but conveyed, as T could fee; no ſpiritual 
blefling to either. © And 1 thought,” if the 
Baptiſm of infants under the goſpel was 
to be argued from circumciſion; the Apoſtle 
would certainly have given ſome hint of it; 
vrhereas his difcourfe is confin d to believers, 
without a word of their children, oo 
That cireumciion was a ſeal of the nigh 
teovlreſ of faith tb Abraham,” is indeed 
1 ä aſſerted; 


( 33 ) 
aſſerted, but that it was to his natural ſeed, 
I could form no idea of; at leaſt till hex 
had by faith, a view of the ſame righteout- 
neſs, by which £brabom their father was 


- Mine. the- apolile. fete fem'd. ab. 
whale caaiins, Rom. ix. 3, 6, 7, 8. They are. 
nat all Iſrael which are of Iſrael, neitber be- 


' cauſe they are the ſeed of Abraham, are they. 


all children ; that is they which are. the chik 
dren of the fleſh, theſe are not the children-of 
God, but the children of the promiſe are count« 
ed for the. ſeed, Now 1 concluded, if this 


was ttue of the natural feed. of Abraham, a 


believer, certainly it could be no leſ ſo of 
As to the privileges. of the . Jer: above 


the Gentiles, the apoſtle is exprels, that unto | 
them pertained the adoption, and the glory, 
and the covenants, and. the groing of the lems ' 


and the ſervice of God, and the promiſes : and 
that from them as concerning the fleſh,..Ghrift 


came, «who is over all, God bleſſed for. ever, 


Rom. ix--4, 3, or agreeable to what he be- 
fore had ſaid, when putting the queſtion, 
what advantage then hath the Jew, or what 
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(634) 
much every way :- chiefly. becauſe unto bm 
were committed the oracles G. 

- $0 that it evidently appear d the-: church 
of the Jews had its glory but as the ſamꝶ 
apoſtle tells us, 2 Cor. iii. 10, 11. this was 
as 10 glory, if compar'd with tbe ghry <ohich 
excelleth. - For. if that which was done u 
Was glorious, much more that which remain- 
erb is glorious, That is, as I underflood'? 
all oy. carnal part of Jewith glory was Wals 
low d up, and utterly ſet afige by the firm? 
plicity, ſpirituality, and liberty of the golget 
diſpenſatien; and as it was formerly, \,Mf 
were not Iſrael; which were of Iſrael ; ſo now, 
he is nt A Jew, which is one outwardly, nei 
ther is that circumciſion, which ts outward 


in the fleſh: but be is 4 Jew, awhith is one 


imwardly, and circumeifion is that | of the 
beart, in the ſpirit, and not in the. ſetter, 
woboſe praiſe is not of mw. but of God. Rom. 
Ii. ver. 28, 29. 
I I then. dtd to EO FEES 
of the Fews, and the. taking! in of the Gen- 
tiles, recorded Rom. xi. 16; 16. in which; 
though there is no ex preſs mention of Bap- 
tiſni, or of the Baptiſm of Infants,” pet 1 
commonly produc d as dpelarative: of 

a dera holineſs, convey d from parents to 
by . children; 
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{ 35) 
of in conſequence of which: they 
might yo raph to d. bare, © b i 
© The words of the text are, %g 
«bf the” firft-fPuits be boly, le lamp 6slſo 
boly e and M the root be holy. fo are u 
branches ; and if ſome of the branches be broken 
of; and thou being a. "wild olive-tree ment 
graffed in among them; and with them pur- 
ente of the eee of the alive 
(ed K * Ky — 1 n A wa 
That eqpvetted Geariles and. nl Ad 
with: believing Jus I had already ſeen, 
That the peculiar form of the je wiſu church 
was aholiſh d at the death of Chriſt, I found 
generally acknowledged that being the-ows = 
nitration which. as se be. dome 
make room for that which u, been; 
ſo that I could: not tell howto Tonceive, of 
the Goſpel chutch incorporated With: the 
Jewiſh, they being always reprefentetl«ay 
diſtinct,” or 9 gs the one from the 
| other, . 1 We 435 58 S J % 

br the root then 1 under ted; habn 
— the branches his: natural offspring 
By the wild olive, the Gentiles in d = 
ſtate; Who upon ne 
became the ſpiritual, branches of Arab 
the father of the faithful ; and Were N 


Tl intereſted 
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100 of grace. 
If: This I thought to dots moſt nad 
11 ſenſe of the text, nor could I fee how this 
i | could have any relation to Baptiſm, whether 
0 of the adult or infants— 
41'S The next reference to Baptiſm I found 
i | | 1 Cor. x. 1, 2. 1 would not that you ſhould 
I& ji) be ignorant, how that all our fathers were 
145 under the cloud, and all paſſed through the 
15 ſea, and were all baptiz'd unto Moſes, in the 
[1 $88 cloud, and in the ſea. 
1 To underſtand this, Fhought it proper. 


to enquire into the fa&, as recorded by 
Moſes, which 1 Rog would give bs. an 
to the alluſion. , 
And in Exod. xiv. 19. we are. told, the 
pillar of cloud went from before the face of 
A the Iſraelites, and ſtood behind them; that it 
cd came between the camp of the Egyptians and 
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the camp of Iſrael, and it was a cloud and 
darkneſs to the one, and gave light by night to 
the other. And that the Lord cauſed the fea 
to go 'back by a ſirong ea wind all that night, 
and made the fea dry land; and the children 
of lſracl went into the midft of the fea upon 
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( 37) 

the dry ground, and the waters were 4 wall 
unto them, on their rigbt hand and let. 

Here I found that part of the cloud wich 
was next to the Tfraelites was bright, clear, 
and comfortable; nor the leaſt intimation'ef- 
rain falling upon them. The ſea was made 
, and the waters were a wall unto 
them, on the right hand, and on the left:; 
ſo that I concluded, the term baptized muſt 
refer to their ſituation in the mii of the ſea, 
encompaſs d by cheſe walls, and attended 
with the cloud, rather than to any water 
coming out of the one, o ſprinkling daſh - 
ings from the other; which muſt have been 
very troubleſome, to ſuch a body of people 
in their march; and as I thought inebnſiſtent 
with the account of their ſtanding in, and 
coming out of the ſea on dry graund. © © 

This brought me to the laſt place of 
ſcripture, which ſpeaks directly of the nd 
ture and meanin g of the ordinance Baptilhy, 
1 Pete li. 20, 21. The long ſuffering of G 
waited in the days of Noah, whilh tht ark _ 
was preparing: wherein few, that is," right © 
outs were ſaved by water. The like fb 
whereunto, even Baptiſm, doth alfo 1 ebe 
us, (not the putting away of the filth f the 
ff, but the anſwer F a govd conſcience 
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(83) 
fowards. Cad ) by the ferro on LL 2 
h 

Here it 3 that tes were. fans 
circumſtances atttending the ark, and the 
ſalvation of Neab and his family by water, 
which were figurative or typical of Baptiſm; 
and when. I examined the account as given 
by Moſes, Gen. vii. I found. it ſtood thus: 
the ark was God's contrivance and appoint- 
ment, and it was à large hollow veſſel, in 
which Noab and his family, and the creatures 
with him, were for a time as it were buried; 
and eſpecially this was the caſe, when the 
fountains of the great deep were broken up, 
and the windows of heaven were opened, 
and they in the midſt of that deluge, which 
deſtroy'd all the reſt of the world. This 


appear d to me to anſwer to immerſion i in 


Baptiſm ; and I could not. think the Holy 


Ghoſt would refer us to the water of a flood, 
as a type of a little quantity of that element, 
made uſe off when poured or ſprinkled on 
the face of an infant. And as Noah. and 
his family were ſav d by water; the believer 
is fav'd by Baptiſm, not cfficacioully or me- 
ritoriouſly, but declaratively and inſtrumen- 
tally. In the profeſſion of his faith, he 
declares his entrance into Chriſt as the ark 

of 


, my INN 9 
; he ks 
6 | I 
A 3 9 ; I 

| of ſalvation ** his Baptiſm 18 2 a lively re- | 
preſentation of the burial and reſurrection 9 
of him, who died for his offences, and roſe | 4 
again for his juſtification, b J 
And as Noah built the ark, and ned I 
into it in obedience to the command of God; I 


the believer is baptiz d from a principle {of . 


conſcience towards God]; yea, a good, that | | 
is, as I thought, an enlightned, renewed 3 
conſcience. ; 

Having thus gone through the ſcripture. . 
account of the ordinance of Baptiſm; I 4 
found myſelf oblig'd to conclude the bal- : 
lance was greatly on the fide of adult be- 9 
Revers, as the only declared ſubjects; and +l 


of plunging or immerſibn, as the only mode 
of that ſacred inſtitution. 


I well knew, that many godly and learned | 4 
perſons thought otherwiſe ; but not daring _ 
to call any man maſter on earth, and re-, 9 


membring the account I muſt ſhortly give | 4 
to him, who ſaid, thus it becometh us to | 
Fulfil all righteouſneſs; T determin'd to com- 
ply with my duty, and on the cloſeſt re- 
flection, have ſeen no reaſon to repent of it. 
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